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tice facilities of communication in all directions, is so great that it
should be retained.

Fort D)lles, Oregon.-Th'is post hlas not been garrisonedI since June
16J7, bit lI;as beeni used as a (ldelot for the tralnsil)menlt of' slll)llies to
interior posts and for public animals awaiting (listrilbution. Somo of
the buildings have )bCen (lCestroyed( I)y fire, and( tlle others, witl t1ie ex-
ception of the stor'ehoIses and sta)les, are otf })lt little value. Thie Ixst
has no military impl)ortanlce, and it is p)rob)able that after another year,
within increased facilities of communication, it miay be dispensedd with
altogether.

'The accompanying reports exhibit the operations of the several staff
lel)partiments during tile past y(.ar.

Very resl)ectfully, i,ir, your obedlient servant,
EV. R. . CANBY,

Brigadicr General Commanding Depalrtment.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GEN IEIUAL,

leadqualrters Military J)irisio of the Pacific,
San Franci8sc, Californ ia.

It'.POIltT OF COLw)ONEL J. C. I.IAVIs..

HIh:. git.6AictIT{HcS U'NTIeI) .ST.'r.v . F()oCE'S,
TcrrUitnry of .Ilaska, Alugust 20, 170, (late Dcp't of Alaska.)

SrI : I have the honor her.ewith to submit the following general report of affairs
pertaining tc tlie military service in tl I)lepartlmeit of Alaska, (now dimwontinned,)whichh have .ranlspired since the :ll.t of October last, the (late of miy last general re-
port.
Tlhe troops within this department occupy, the same Htations they (lid last year. No

new poIst.q liave b1etn Iiade.
Tle following is a roster of the troops serving iii this(ti e)artmient oni tile 1st of July,

1.7), at which ti re, in accorlatiec wv 'h in.trnctifns from tihe heladqarterHof tho Arlmy,
contailled iln C(;:11nr;l Orders No. 11, criirenit mHric-, the departmentt was disconltinmel,
and the general stati wa:s orleredr! to report to tlhe headquarters of the Arriy in accord-
ance with Paragraph VIII of thle said order.

Ilowter of troop) sRrring in the Department of laska, .JIuly 1, 170), ri-rcr. M.kjr generall
.leff. C'. IDaris, Unilt Stctu .Army, nconma ending ; headquarters, Silka.

Personal Staff-Brevet Captain S. B. MeIntire, first lieutenanatt S:coml Artillery,
aide-de-camp;ili; First Lieutenant L. I. .itille, Twventy-third Ilnftimtry, aide-de-camp.

Department Staff--lrevet Brigalier General C. If. Tl'lompkillH, li,:lltellnant colonel and
deputy lquartermaster general, chief q(uartermaster; Asi.istanlt Al tAjant Gleral and
Acting A.sistant Inspector General, Captain G. if. A. Dimpfel, military store-keeper
and United States Army depot qularternalaster; Brevet Major NV. II. IBjll, captaill and
conmisi-4vry of subsistence, chief commi.ssary of sulitintence ; Brevet Lieutenant Col-
,onel A. llartsiff am..istant surgeon Il'itel States Amny, medical director, (temlo-
rarily :) Brevet Brigadier General G. P. Ihrie, major and paymasterCUnited Statef
Arny, chief paymuster; Brevet Lieutenant Colonel W. H. Denniso.n, captain Second
Artillery, acting ordnance officer.

lIl.STPl,'.T OF KENA.I.

Brevet Brigadier General J. C. Tidball, major ..Second Artillery, commanding, head-
quarters, Fort Kihliak.

/SatioU. , ComnAasling offer. Tropf.

Fort KoAlik. ....... BrFvet Bri.zarlif-r (lenlrl .. C. Ti.iall. major2rl Artilkry ... Btt. .2d. Art.
Fort Ki;is i .......e. :l.-tet (C,, t .-I : i:. \'ilit n.it;it.(air ; .i' Artil ry.. ......... latt. ', 2 1 Art.
St. Paul I.sl l Fr....Firt Li:uteiiaunt L 1Iu,,ginDi, 'Jl Artillerv................. Itat.-hrrsnt Batt.

G;, 2' Art.



60 REPORT OF THIE SECRETARY OF WAR.

INIDEEXIF.\IKN1 'lOdlS.

Station. (Comiimiianding otiicer. 'L'roops.

Sitka .............. Brevrt Lieutenant Colonel (. K. Bradv, captain ':4 Iinfantry Co. E. Itl Inf.,
IBatt. IL 2d Art.

Fort 'I'ongn ....... Captain C. I. P I''r , l Aillr. ........ ...... ...... tt. E. 2tl Art.
Fort Wratilgl Fir-st Lieutenant W. lorr-owe, -d Artillery ..................' I, *i Art.

'rli health of the troops in this department has bcnn, during the past year, remark-
ably good, not withslandingt hey have ade a ato udiiergo, at miost of thie posIts, co1si(hiral'ehlo
exposure whliile engaged in the labor of bliil(iing qualrters, storehoiuses, wharvese, pro-
curing fi:eli, &e. All the troopsropsare now cifortably quartlered, with good hosit al
accommo(!dationlls allnd melldical attendance at ll t lie lposts. In fact, at most of' t(:in,
parade grounds, walks, and gardens have already beieen made so as to give these hereto-
fore (dreary homes quitti a civilized ai)l)tppearance. Tihe fiti 're'0 disinte rested visitor ill
Alaska will not ftil to observe tlie fact that t li much-altsed solders in tlils depart,-
imeltt have not only done their sternliaIld solletlimles dificlltt (hilties well, buitthath: they
have always readily given their hunIble assistance a11d encolragemonent in plantit.ni. and
nurturing tie feelo germ of civilization inii oir newly acquired and11unp11opil)lar Terri-
tory of Alaska.
A ftew cases of mal-conduct have occurred among officers and mein, but thlie records of

the,Jitdgei Ad vocatc Getteral's OfliCe at \WtashingtowillWill Show that tlie, c(o'lt-mliartial
has been) called ll)poil to pertforim its stern (lduty ill every instalice. T ,liT (colsttant 1rt111ors
dulriing thle past yearI of the illtelltiol of tlie (;overlinentl to (liscOlon this (1depart-
Ilielit, alld to t)ali111do)l o0nlo of' thlie posts entirely in Alaska, havye telled, to siolme ex-

teot, to discourage zeal in these kinds of improlveomennts, as well Ias to maikl it (l|lito
difliiclt fo' m1e at times to determine whvlere or what expetiditures of labor or money
to authorize.
So far asH lie withdrawal of troops is cIoncerned, I am still in the dark, awaiting

orders o01n lthe tiuject.
T'he Ilndians t.hrouglhout the Territory have generally shown a desire to observe

peacefll relations with the whites. ]Haviing no farcicall trealtyv obligations to observe,
(none, of course, have been violated, a11(1 l(loef t lie ricipal)lll callses of war bet weenl
tio 1races lhis t her(eb)y becti avoided. lothi wlihites and Indiansi in Alaskaatre'fortttimato
in this relipect.
Within the past few months I have visited in person most of (lho tribes living on tlio

islands tforminig tho Alexandrian Archipelago), as well as theo mainlanti d east anldtinorth
of them, from Fort Toinglis to the Takooant111 Chileat Rive(rs. I havo also visited those
in Cook's Inlet, Island( of Kodiak' andi several of the Aleutiani Islands, including St.
Paltti's aid ,St. George's, in Belhrilg's S:ea. Withtitxl tion', f tiet:two, last, ntIll((ld,
(which will bi moro fully reported( 110po ini (deta111 hlrel'fter,) I tount( ai ve'ry satisfitac.
tory state of at'airs existing among theli nations. At the villages of many of theso
tribesH I observed vwell-stocked stores of goods, and at Home0U of tliemi fisheries, all doingg
apparentlyIa good blnsiess, and, as fIr as I could leaItlrn, thet natives generally received
good pricesor titheir peltriedsand sieli othlr commodities ais they lad to sell. This
was p mainly tho easeo at all Htations where there was competition amongtiet( traders.
With those oxceptioll of the iRlandll alov Illmentiolled, the tradeamItong thoe Ilntdiiali of
this coast, anid also among tlhe islands, has benl condullcted with eo',sideral)e rivalry
by competing t ralen, and time Idians have not bIeen slow to learn lindt to avail theom-
selves of thle mllvalltages of this competition. The high price1e obtained by t I natives
within thie pat t.hrlee years for thtoir artielesy f commerce has, hey()n(l (i(testiot1, had
much to do with bettering their condliti(o and modifty1ing, to Hs0ome eixtoit, their wounded
pride at not having been consulted in the treaty oIt i11irehase.Tuhe fact is, before tlio
transfer they looked upont tlienHtslveH as tlhudei tfilo rulers of this Territory, tiand the
RHurianl only a1H tradtler here by permission or uttil'erance.
The right of discovery aind occupnlpey they, int their igiortceo, knew nothing ahout,

and as to tlhe right of coirquest, it lad never' been asserted it any formihtdable manner

by the Russiani government. These remarks apply more parfleulairly to the Koloshian
Indiants, 1111(1and not thie Alt.ts, whio tiare a very docile, hollnest, anlld lpieacefitul race oif peo-
ple, very nearly approaching ita state (of mmini-civilization, which they lhad already
acquired under'great disadvantages. They sseem to ctare very little whio governs them,
sB they are kitidly treated anid honestly dealt with,. 'hli Koloshian tribes are a very
diftterenit race of Indians. They are proudly, warlike, aiit treachlerolus, Iand1 must be ruled
,by a strong, vigilant, and just government over them, or they will fight aind bo the
rulers themselves if they caln.
Those tribes living nearest our military posts have improved wonderfully within the

past twelve Imiotlhs. They are becoming much moro Hubordlinate a1nd hlss distrulstful
of our good intentions toward them than heretofore. 'They dress better and neater
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and show more encouraging signs toersto ngage i pursits of common industry. fortiun-
ately the Govert1nmenilt hLa.,s but littleIlabor to ot'er them, and private enterprise not,
iitici more, lt psen,al ong1 this coast. It is nil easy matter fior' tine troops ill Alaska.
to procnr, tnli-r uel fromil thlie woods neart'liir pIoast, l)uit I think it, would bo good
policy, inl tile long frii, to buy it f'romi tim Iindias. Thisol icy would teach thoe yoiing
meni how to work :iil errnIlllltoey y hIIonest labor, aind the (G)overllnlerlt would thonl
becIomethiir eim' loyer iidp1Iaymaster', aind would, of COl'trse, bo able to exert moro
filitlience over themli iln a!)iusitess-ilike aind peacecf l way. Tleir prejudiice against
lIarniniig tine Eniiglish lainguiage I percteive is In-,rgitinig to yield, and some of tto young
ones are endeavoring to speak it a; little. 'lI'lis is a good sign ill fni Iindian. Our Imodioe
of doing business in matters of trade, as well as our ciurrenleiy,t'tarI now qitito well under-
stood 1111among thtem.i

Since the declaraitio(n hy Congtress, at its last session, of St. Pa11l's an11d St. George'sIslaitnds a.s Slpecial rT'servatilons of' the hct'riment,,they hlave')e(iuhii'rthlo control of
otihcers of' thio revetiue service sent tlhi ere flr tie pil)rpos of executing the laws pro-
hibiting tih(elauding or killing of fur-sea tm.rin myollicial visit there in
tieto beginning of' the pr(setllt sullinmet, atnl while nigaged ill iinvestigating t)he atfflirs of
the natives, as well as thi 111nnIer ill whicl (flit (roo)slhad perfot)(''irmd thl'irdnties there,
I learnedlcl tiat ltder' onle pretext or aothr w'ivihleged parties liad Ibein permitted to
lanil alideltliaill oil these reservations, a.ld liad been1 allowed to kill tlih animals at
Ieasure. )During last summer at,li asteast,.5,l0) were killed otn tlie two islands, and
probablyy 111ore 111thanthat 111111hber. T11'e pretext iditler which this was authorized wais
that of elablinig tlin natives to subsist thle)iselves withotit expense to tlhe (overniiienit.
II an ecotnomiiceal ,point, of view tIlins woltll setm qlptite right; hibut tlie facts are, thliat
these Iniativ(s iare c(o)lld 111)(pon t(ies little ishltl(is, wherOeI 11(' areo C('Ii)e)tlledl to work
lfr' thelise private parties or starve. lit other words, t hey are to-day ill a comlipleto
state of slavery.

Bly thle month of Februlary thie smallsUil)llly of stores sent there by these traders for
the benefit of' these natives began to rtnt short, aid by it iithle of.'Junie, (ait which
itime I was th,,re,) they were iil a state of' destitution, living ()I the itteat of' the seals as
their only sllbsistenlce for' weeks past. They fitoirmed ime that they were entirely oiit
of bread, tea', collie, sitgti, s()1,spand tlobaeco, afnd ill tfact till siIeh articles (lf common(
Inc('ssiity. Thewiole whlite pop))l)lationl, including tlie (]overnniiteit o(llc'ers, were also
otlt of tmiess stores eveIt. F'ort'tnately tlie steamer Newheorn had on board a largestuppl y
of ary stores for the d hm t oftie filtall droops, uand also i good SHipplly of ships
stto'res, y whichI was enabled to relieve tito necessities of all f'or a sort ime. '11to
int ives f'ur1her'ieO)plainted to tet tiat they wel'o gelling only 'lf) cents for their seal
skits, anid somlie of them 'expiressed tie op)lnion thal tt hey onlght to get ;21per skin.
This was time smallamount allowed tlhemll y tle revenue ol()111cers, anll( they were com-

peltl to tako it orsurHot' ttl' food. I inl'orl(ed tltem I ladI noi control over' t these Illmat-
ters. 'Th''y tlien asked 1110 to intertede and see tliat they had C(ompetitio(n iI trado
allowed thliei, givinIg as a reason tlhait they would 111or surely get lll)pplie(is anid be alblo
to purclihase thIem chealpoer. I thoiught they talked very wiselytnder the ciricuistances,

Compel'tition in trade lias ,eenuniversallyy establistited, adtl( is niow 'pre('tty well tuntder-
stood by both nattives anld traItders througliho(ittle Te''ritory. Wherever theO foriituer cai
)adildle his ('a lo, or tlie latter pllt'ite with his goods, tbiis is t ie case. Th'lse isolated
Islands of St, PI1aul's aInd St. (George's, in liehririg's ,Sea, t(lie ri'iest 1possession int natural
wealth, coiisidering their minall area, oil tlie (coitiietit, fotirm thie oily exception. The
inittives Iare peacefl'il, honest, iiand c'alpable oft('Iransatinig ordilar'ylusiJ:1ss quito well,antd wvouldhdol)btless ill)rOvo titllh('s(ves it'th ey hlad it fair c(Ihance, Ibuti their percent
complete enslavement and robbery byI'ani uncrnsilupiloits rig of Specuhlittors will ever
prevetit iuclh p)i'ogresH. I imtade special i inquiry into t1econduct of thei troo is there,
anti wias glad to learn it hail been very comimentdable. Tho ofilcer in charge hIad con-
fied himself' to hlis (lties strictly, antd was illn no way cotlt(ected with ti eso speci la-
t ioiis. It wasmi nt n(tilonoinmiy retliurn to Sitka to disp)atlch stlpplies to theseiihlands
for tle natives, ibut before leing able to tido so I earn'led the United States revenulle
cutter Lincoln had already gooheretritie fior tliat: pll')riiOW.

It is rumore(l here that. Coiiness lhas passedit bIlill regulating the tral't of these
islands. If so, I hope tihe rights of thle tiatives have been closely guarded in its
provisions. They deserve it, and will need. Government protection for sonio timeio to

I amll glad to be ablle to report a very decided dlccreatso in thli liquor-sHuiggling buMii-
nesstlduring the pwat year'. Thi' is owing to increased vigil-aice on tlle part of tho
(Gove'iriiiiieIt, officers, both revenUitt and iiitatry, aiidt the increased Irestrict Ois iilllmpo4td
ulpon tt shtipmenoit (If it into tim Territory by thli Governmient. The collector of cUls-
toins at Sitka hIuH been very energetic anit Huccessful in his efforts to suippresa this
traftle.

Tl'hle United States sloop of witr' Cyano still lies at anchor in the harbor of ,itka.
Being a sail-ves.el, shie is perfectly1ilu.sl for' thlit service sho wais sent liero to perform.
8ho cunnoc cruise Iin our inland wuters where the Indians live. ;She has a very htelli-
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gent and accomplished complement of young officers, who I know wmold like to le
more actively and usefully engaged if tIhey hi:[a'I suitable shi p. Their service hero
ill thli vessel is a species of exilemenit, witlhot much advanltago to tlh (}overlnmlent
or thenielves.

I desire here to alllrde to tli valtabll e services relered by tlhe revenue cutters wlien
in these w..t*ers, Ioth in silppresmsing illicit trade and in (eoij)eratin with thie Imilitary
ill looking after the Indians, whenever' called upon by 11e. Onl several occasions thl
cutter .ineoln rendered valuable and prompt service.
Tlo fisheries of Alaska are destined in all )proballilty to become the greatest resource

of tlo 'Territory. Already they aro Ibegilning to attract the attention of our fisher-
miien, and also th attention of thil Indian. Ili this business, especially the coast
fishing, I think the greatest fututtre cause of dlilieulty between til e races exists. Fish
forms tlie clief and moIst easily- lroeur'ed tod of tlie natives, ; ixl hlas fro tilll ie ilmnlle-
morial. There is plenty for all, )lit both )artie'S will s)on01 d)olbtless begin to lay
exclusive claim to the best localities for taking them, and conflicts will arise. Silti-
cient signs of this lhave already arisei(1to inllllc' me- to suggest to tile ()ovenllnlllt tib
necessity of making provision fior tlie settlementlt of these Iquestlons beibor it. is to.)
late.
Since writing tlie above report orders breakinglup all the posts excel)t Sitka havo

beeni received, and aro beinl I)Vw carried outt, so tl:hat iln a few weeks there will be bnil
onle military station in Alaska.

I am, very rc:slectfulilly, your obedient servant,
JEIFF. C. I)AVIS,

('Cloecl'Incntlflthiyrd InIJan try, Co(mmandhttingy.
ASIas.4ANTr A,.;"r.. ANT ('E:NE1.T,,

Jleadquarters DepartIment of the (olltumbia, 'ortlandt, Orcgyn.
it:AIhl:'Al'TEm:S I)l:iAIITMENT OF T'il COIU'MIIIA,

'orttlland, ro,Orego l'cr)tibcr , 1870.
Official copy,

JOIIN P. 81,IAERUIIIJNE,
Awitantl Adjutantl Gneral.
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