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the facilities of communication in all directions, is so great that it
should be retained.

‘ort Dulles, Oregon.—This post has not been garrisoned since June
1567, but has been used as a depot for the transhipment of supplies to
interior posts and for public animals awaiting distribution, Some of
the buildings have been destroyed by fire, and the others, with the ex-
ception of the storehousex and stables, are of but little value.  The post
has no military importance, and it is probable that after another year,
with inereased facilities of communication, it may be dispensed with
altogether,

The accompanying reports exhibit the operations of the several staff
departments during the past year.
Very respecttully, sir, your obedient servant,
K. R. 8. CANDBY,
Brigadier General Commanding Department.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL,
Headguarters Military Division of the Pacifie,
San Francisco, California.

REPORT OF COLONEL J. C. DAVIS,

Heanquarters UNITED STATES FORCES,
Territory of Alaska, August 20, 1570, (late Dep't of Alaska,)

Sir: T have the honor herewith to submit the following general report of affairs
pertaining to the military service in the Departinent of Alaska, (now discontinued,)
which have transpired sinee the 31st of October last, the date of my last general re-
port,

The troops within this department ocenpy the same stations they did last year. No
new posts have been made,

The following is a roster of the troops serving in this department on the 1st of July,
1570, at which t! re, in accordance wil instrnctions from the headgquartersof the Army,
contained in General Orders No, 41, current series, the department was discontinned,
and the general staff was ordered to report to the headquarters of the Army inaccord-
ance with Paragraph YIII of the said order.

Roster of Iroops serrving in the Depariment of .{laska, July 1, 1570, Brerel Major GGeneral
Jef. ' Daris, United States Army, commanding ; headquarlers, Sitka,

Personal Staff—DBrevet Captain 8. B, Mclntire, first lientenant Becond Artillery,
sgide-de-camp; First Licutenant L. R, Stille, Twenty-third Infantry, aide-de-camp,

Department Staff—Brevet Brigadier General C. H. Tompkins, lientenant colonel and
deputy quartermaster general, chief quartermaster; Assistant Adjutant General and
Acting Assistant Inspector General, Captain . H., A, Dimpfel, military store-keeper
and United States Army depot quartermaster ; Brevet Major W. H. Bell, captain and
commissary of subsistence, chiet commissary of subsistence ; Brevet Lientenant Col-
onel A, Hartsoft, assistant surgeon United States Army, medical director, (tempo-
rarily :) Brevet Brigadier General G, P, Thrie, major and paymaster United States
Ammy, chief paymaster; Brevet Licutenant Colonel W. H. Dennison, captain Second
Artillery, acting ordnance ofticer,

DISTRICT OF KENAL

Brevet Brigadier Genefhl J. C. Tidball, major S8econd Artillery, commanding, head-
quarters, Fort Kodiak.,

Station. \ Commanding officer. ; Troops.
Fort Kodiak ....... Brevet Brigadicr General J. . Tidhall, major 21 Artillery. .. Batt. G, 24 Art,
Fort Kenai ... ... Brevet Colone] BB Willlsten, captain 21 Artillery ...... L. Datt. F, 2} Art,
St Paul Istand ..., First Licatesant B L Hugging, 24 Artillery. ..ol Detachment Batt.
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INDEPENDENT POSTS.

Station. l Commanding oflicer. S Troops.
Sitka ...l Brevet Licutenant Colonel G, K. Brady, captain 23d Inf;mlry; Co. . 231 Inf,
Batt. H. 21 Art.
Fort Tongas .......} Captain C. H. Pierce, 20 Avtillery. ......... L. ‘ Batt. F, 21 Art.

Fort Wrangel ..

1

{ First Licutenant W. Borrowe, 2d Artillery ... ool ¢ Batt I 2d Art,

The health of the troops in this department has bean, during the past year, remark-
ably good, notwithstanding they have had to undergo, at most of the posts, considerablo
exposure while engaged in the labor of building quarters, storchouses, wharves, pro-
curing fuel, &e.  All the troops are now comfortably quartered, with good hospital
accommodations and medical attendance at all the posts, In fact, at most of them,
parade grounds, walks, und gardens have already been made so as to give these hereto-
fore dreary homes quite a civilized appearance, The future disinterested visitor in
Alagka will not fail to observe the fact that the mueli-abused soldiers in this depart-
ment have not only done their sfern and sometimes diffenlt doties well, but that they
have always readily given their hnmble assistance aud encouragewment in plantine and
nurturing the feeble germ of civilization in our newly acquired and unpopular Terri-
tory of Alaska.

A few enses of mal-conduet have occurred among officers and men, hut the records of
the Judge Advoecate General’s Office at Washington will show that the conrt-martial
has been called upon to perform its stern duty inevery instance.  Tho constant ramors
during the past year of the intention of the Government to discontinue this depart-
ment, and to abandon somo of the posts entirely in Alaska, have tended, to some ox-
tont, to disconrnge zeal in these kinds of improvements, as well as to make it quito
difienlt for me at times to determine where or what expenditures of labor or money
to nuthorize. :

So far as the withdrawal of troops is concerned, I min still in the dark, awaiting
orders on the subject,

The Indians thronghout the Territory have generally shown a desive to observe
peaceful relations with the whites.  Having no fareieal treaty obligations to ohserve,
none, of course, have heen violated, and one of the principal eauses ot war hotween
tho races has thereby been avoided.  Both whites and Indians in Alaska are fortunate
in this respect,

Within the past fow months I have visited in personnost of the tribes living on the
islands forming the Alexandrian Avchipelago, as well as tho mainiand east and north
of them, from Fort Tongas to the Takoo and Chileat Rivers, 1 have also visited thoso
in Cook’s Inlet, Island of Kodiak; and several of the Alentian Islands, including St,
Panl’s and S8t George’s, in Behring's Sea. With the exception of the two last named,
(which will be more fully reported upon in detail hereafter,) I found a very satistac.
tory stato of affairs oxisting among the nations. At the villages of many of theso
tribes I observed well-stocked stores of gonds, and at some of them fisheries, all doing
apparently a good business, and, a8 fir as 1 could learn, the natives genorally recoived
good prices for their peltries and sneh othor commodities as they had to sell.  This
was plainly tho cuse at all stations where thers was compotition among the tradoers,
With the exception of the islands above mentioned, the trade among the Indians of
this coast, and also among the islands, has been conducted with considerablo rivalry
by compating traders, and the Indinng have not been slow to learn and to avail them-
selves of the ndvantages of this competition.  The high prices obtained by the natives
within the past three years for thoir articles of commeres has, beyomd question, had
much to do with bettering their condition aml modifying, to sowe oxtent, their wounded
pride at not having been consulted in the treaty of purchase. The fact is, betore the
transfor thoy looked upon themselves as the de fueto rulers of this Territory, and the
Russinns only as traders hero by permission or suttorance,

The right of discovery and oceupaney they, in their ignoranco, knew nothing ahout,
and as to the right of conquest, it had never been asserted iy any formidable manner
by the Russian government, These remarks apply more pnréhmlnrly to the Koloshian
Indians, and not the Aleuts, who ave a very docile, honest, und peaceful race of peo-
plo, very nearly approaching a state of semi-civilization, which they had alveady
acquired under great disadvantages, ‘They seem to eave very littlo who governs them,
80 they are kindly treated and honestly dealt with, The Koloshinn tribes are a very
different raco of Indiaus. They are proud, warlike, and treacherous, and must be ruled
by a strong, vigilant, and just government over them, or they will fight and be the
rulers themselves if they ean,

Those tribes living nearest our military posts have improved wonderfully within the
past twelve months, They are becoming much more subordinate and less distrustful
of our good intentions toward them than heretofore, They dress better ana neater
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and show more encouraging signs to engage in pursuits of common industry, Unfortun-
ately the Government has but little labor to offer them, and private enterprise not
much more, at present, along this coast. It is an easy matter for the troops in Alaska
to procure their fuel from the woods near their posts, but T think it would be good
policy, in the long run, to buy it from the Indinug, This policy would teach the young
men how to work and earn money by honest labor, and the Government would then
become their employor and paymaster, mud would, ot conrse, be able to exert moro
influence over them in a business-liko and peaceful way. Their prejudico against
learning the English langunrge I perecive is beginning to vield, and some of the young
ones are endeavoring to speak it a little. 'This is a good sign inan Indian,  Our mode
ot doing business in matters of trade, ag well as our curreney, are now quite well under-
stood amonyg them.

Sinee the deelaration by Congress, at its last session, of St. Paul’s and St. George's
Islands as specinl reservations of the Gawernmment, they have been under the (:ontr(fi of
oftfeers of' the rovenuo service sent thers for the purpose of executing the laws pro-
hibiting the landing or killing of fur-seals on them.  During my ofticial visit there in
the beginning of the present smmmer, and while engaged in investigating the aftairs of
the natives, as well as the manner in which the troops had performed their duties there,
1 learned that under one pretext or another privileged parties had been permitted to
land and remain on these regervations, and had been allowed to kill the animals at
pleasure.  During last summer at least =5,000 were killed on the two islands, and
probably more than that number.  Thy pretext under which this was authorized was
that of enabling the natives to subsist themselves without expense to the Government,
In an economical point of view this would seem quite right; but the faets are, that
these natives are cooped upon these little islands, where they are compelled to work
for these privato parties ov starve. In other words, they aro to-day ina complete
state of slavery,

By the month of February the small supply of stores sent there by theso traders for
the benefit of these natives began to run ert. and by the middle of June, (at which
time I was there)) they were in a state of destitution, living on the meat of the seals s
their only subsistence for weeks past.  They informed mo that they were entirely ont
of' bread, tea, cofteo, sugar, sonp, and tobacco, and in fact all such articles of conmon
necessity,  The whole white population, including the Government ofMeers, were also
out of mess stores evon.  Fortunatoly the steiamer Nowbern had on board a large su )pl,v
of army stores for the small detachment ot troops, and also & good supply of a{n Vs
stores, ?n,\' which I was enabled to relievo the necessities of all for a short time, ’I‘Hm
natives further complained to me that they webe getting only 40 cents for their seal
sking, and some of them expressed the opinion that they ought to get $2 per skin,
This was the small amount allowed them by the revenues ofticers, and they were com-
pelled to take it or sufler for food,  I'informed them I had no control over these mat-
ters,  They then asked me to intercede and seo that they had competition in trade
allowed them, giving as a reason that they would more surely get supplies and bo able
to purchase them cheaper. I thought they talked very wisely under the eircnmstances,

Competition in trade has been universally established, and is now pretty well undor-
stood by hoth natives and traders throughont the Tervitory,  Wherovor the former can
vaddle his eanoe, or the Intter penctrato with his goods, this is the case, Theso isolated
}slmuls of St, Paul’s and St. George’s, in Behring's Sea, the richest possession in natural
wealth, considering their small aven, on the continent, torm the only exception. The
natives are penceful, honest, and eapable of transacting ordinary husiness quite woll,
and would doubtless improve themselves it they had a fair chanco, but their present
complete enslavement and robbery by an unserupulous ring of speculators will sver
prevent such progress, I made special inquiry into the condnet of tho tmo!)s there,
and was glad to learn it bad been very commendable,  The oftlcer in chargo had con-
fined hiwmself to his duties strictly, and was in no way connected with theso specula-
tions, It was y intention on my return to Sitka to dispatch supplies to these islands
for the natives, but before heing able to do so I learned the United States revenue
cutter Lincoln had already gono thers for that purposo,

It is rumored lere that Congress has passed o bill regulating the trade of theso
islunds, If so, I hope the rights of the natives have been closely guarded in its
provisions. ‘They deserve it, and will need. Government protection for some thne to
come,

I am glad to be able to report a very decided deerease in the liquor-sinuggling busi-
ness during the past year. This i owing to incereased vigilaneo on the part of the
Government ofticers, both revenue and military, and the increased restrictions imposed
upon the shipment of it into the Territory by the Government, The collector of cus-
toms at Sitka has been very energetic and successful in his efforts to suppress this
traftie, )

The United States sloop of war Cyane still lies at anchor in the harbor of Sitka,
Being u snil-vessel, she i8 perfectly useless for the service sho was sent hero to perform,
Sho cannot cruise In our inland waters where the Indians live. She has a very iatelli-
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gent and aceomplished complement of young officers, who I know would like to ba
more actively and usefully engaged it they had a suitable ship,  Their service hero
in this vessel is a species of exilement, without much advantage to the Government
or themselves,

I desire here to allude to the valuable services rendered by the revenue cutters when
in these w. ters, both in suppressing illicit trade and in codperating with the military
in looking after the Indians, whenever called upon by me.  On several occasions the
cutter Lincoln rendered valuabls and prompt service,

The fisheries of Alaska are destined in all probability to become the greatest resourco
of the Territory. Already they are begidning to attract the attention of our fisher-
men, and also the attention of the Indian. In this business, especially the coast
fishing, I think the greatest tuture cause of difficulty between the races exists,  Fish
forms the chief and most easily-procured food of the natives, znd has from time imme-
mortial. There is plenty for all, but both perties will soon doubtless hegin to lay
exclusive claim to the best localities for taking them, and conflicts will arise. Sufii-
cient signs of this have already arisen to induce me to suggest to the Government tho
;u-cvaaity of making provision for the settlement of these questions betore it is too
ate.

Since writing the above report orders breaking up all the posts exeept Sitka have
been reeeived, and are heing now carried out, so that in a few weeks there will be bug
one military station in Alaska,

I am, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
JEFFE., C. DAVIS,
Colonel Dweenty-third Infantry, Commanding.
ASSIHTANT ADJUTANT (RENERAL,
Headguarters Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oregon,

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBILY,
Portland, Oregon, September 8, 1570,

JOHN P. SHERBURNE,
Agsistant Adjutant General,

Ofticinl copy.
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